Joint Agreement Between THS GRADS and HCH First Steps

This agreement is to outline responsibilities of each organization, This agreement intends to streamline services for parents and children, assure that parents and children have access to all community services needed, enhance communication between agencies, and reduce redundancies of services.  

GRADS agrees to:

· Make referral of first time parents to HCH First Steps using referral form provided

· Obtain appropriate consents to release and receive information to and from First Steps.
· Invite First Steps Home Visitor to student team meetings
· Invite First Steps Home Visitor and/or Program Manager to GRADS Advisory Meetings

· With student’s agreement, include First Steps Home Visitor in student plan
· GRADS staff will be available to provide education and insight to First Steps staff on specific teen issues and continuing education. 

First Steps agrees to:

· Make referral of teen parent who indicates desire to continue education to THS GRADS program, using referral form provided. 

· Obtain appropriate consents to release and receive information to and from GRADS. 

· Assist student in identifying goals and priorities for self and baby. 

· Assist student in accessing community services/resources as needed. Provide information and awareness of all of the community resources available. 
· Provide education and support regarding pregnancy and child development; topics addressed will be in response to student’s stated needs/objectives. 

· Assist student in maintaining a Portfolio to document topics covered

· Inform student of any community events that are pertinent to student’s and baby’s well being (eg: Infant Massage classes; Love and Logic Parenting classes; Child Development Fairs, etc.) 
· First Steps Home Visitor will attend student team meetings as requested. 

· First Steps staff will be available to GRADS staff for training and technical assistance regarding pregnancy and child development topics. 
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